Cry Out

...a voice of one calling in the wilderness...

Seth Shafer



Instrumentation:
2 Harps
2 Pianos
Voice
Speaker

Notes:

A Pluck with the fingernails
= Voice should begin syllable when word is spoken
ha___

To the Speaker:

One is cautioned against undue emphasis of Isaiah’s words. Drama, for the most part,
is built into the words themselves. Where questions of interpretation have arisen, the
composer has indicated the emphasis and style of delivery for the effect he wishes to
be achieved. The speaker may be of either gender without a specified age or voice
type, as long as the part is performed eloquently and persuasively. Preferably, the
narration is to be performed without amplification.



Text:

Taken from the Book of Isaiah Chapter 40

A voice says, “Cry out.” And I said, “What shall I cry?”

“All men are like grass, their glory is like the flowers of the field.
The grass withers and the flowers fall, because the breath of the LORD blows on them. Surely the people are grass.
The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever.”

...Lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid...

Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, or with the breadth of his hand marked off the heavens?
Who has held the dust of the earth in a basket, or weighed the mountains on the scales and the hills in a balance?
Who has comprehended the mind of the LORD...or showed him the path of understanding?

Surely the nations are like a drop in a bucket; they are regarded as dust on the scales...
Before God all the nations are as nothing; they are regarded by him as worthless and less than nothing?
To whom, then, will you compare God?

Lift your eyes and look to the heavens: Who created all these?
He who brings out the starry host one by one, and calls them each by name.
Because of his great power and mighty strength, not one of them is missing.

Do you not know? Have you not heard? Has it not been told to you from the beginning? Have you not understood since the earth was founded?
He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, and its people are like grasshoppers. He brings princes to naught and reduces the rulers of this world to nothing.
No sooner are they planted, no sooner are they sown, no sooner do they take root in the ground, than he blows on them and they wither, and a whirlwind sweeps them away like chaff.

Do you not know? Have you not heard?

The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom.

He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. Even youths grown tired and weary and young men stumble and fall;

But those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.
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